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Senior year is different than 
any other year in high school: 
not only does it mark the final 
days of our adolescence, but 
it is also the time to apply to 
colleges and move forward 
in life.  Most  North students 
have several colleges they 
hope to get into for various 
reasons, but it seems that quite 
a few have an aversion toward 
Rutgers University.  I 
simply don’t under-
stand this mental-
ity. 

N a v i a n c e 
s t a t i s t i c s 
s h o w  t h a t 
m a n y  s t u -
den ts  ac tu -
ally do apply 
to Rutgers.  In 
fact, 1193 students 
from North and South 
between 2012 and 2014 have 
applied and been accepted.  
However, 801 students denied 
their acceptance.  While there 
are a fair number of people 
who have enrolled, the num-
ber of people who denied their 
acceptance is high compared 
to other schools listed on Na-
viance.  

There is a misconception 
that Rutgers is not challeng-
ing in terms of academics since 
many students from this district 
are accepted.  However, Rut-
gers’ acceptance rate is about 
60%.  While this rate is higher 
than that of other prestigious 
schools, keep in mind that 40% 
of the people who apply do not 
get accepted.  In other words, 
being accepted is definitely 
not something that should be 
taken for granted.  

One other detail about 
Rutgers that people fail to 
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I like my schedule this year.  I 
was actually able to choose classes 
that I wanted to take.  You know 
what I wasn’t able to choose?  
The carpet.  I hardly know where 
to begin.  Did someone think it 
would be cool?  Funny?  What 
happened to the inviting, water-
stained blue carpet we used to 
have?  And why wasn’t the A-
wing’s carpet changed?  What 
does this unexpected transforma-
tion mean for our future as high 
school students?

Remember when all of your 

friends hosted their birthday 
parties at laser park?  I’ve been 
driven to that mildew-y indus-
trial complex countless times.  
Once inside, you walk into a 
black-lit room with glowing pink 
floors.  That’s what the carpet 
on the second floor looks like.  
Laser Park.

On September 3rd, I sauntered 
into my literature class ready to 
seize the day and start the year on 
a good note.  But when I walked 
upstairs to go to my second 
block class, I opened the doors 
at the top of the stairs and had 
to dive into a corner to avoid the 
kids shooting at me with those 

recognize is that it isn’t smooth 
sailing right after you are ac-
cepted.  Each of my siblings has 
attended or is currently attending 
Rutgers, and they’ve all told me 
that the workload is really heavy.  
I’ve been told that if I end up at 

Rutgers, I’ll have to dedicate a 
lot of my time to studying.

Speaking of studying, Rut-
gers offers a variety of edu-

cational opportunities.  The 
university will open a new resi-
dential Honors College in 2015, 

just in time for this year’s 
senior class.  The Hon-
ors College will provide 

an environment for 
students to learn 
in-depth think-
ing skills with 
an accelerated 

curriculum.
The Center  for 

World University ranks 
Rutgers as the 33rd best 
university in the world.  

The Rutgers website points 
out that the college is a 

part of the Association 
of American Universities 
because of its renowned 
research.  

This school definitely 
offers a lot to its students.  
It has over 100 majors and 
is flexible with students 
who are undecided about 
their career path when they 
first attend.  In addition, 
Rutgers invites companies 
to visit campus, so students 
have opportunities to get 
internships or even per-
manent jobs after gradu-
ation.

If this article alone 
doesn’t convince you 
that Rutgers is an ex-
cellent school, then 
go online and sign 
up for a tour to find 

out for yourself.  
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The new carpet straight looks like it’s from Laser Park

You know that new attendance 
policy you’ve been so devastat-
ingly angry/righteously excited 
about for the past month?  Well, 
we’re going to do a little exercise 
right now to help you understand 
this incredibly important piece of 
regulation.  Take out a blank sheet 
of printer paper (preferably 8 ½” 
x11”, but legal pads are accept-
able) and draw two circles (use 
a compass if possible).  Now, put 
everything that’s different about 
the new policy in one circle and 
everything you liked about the old 
policy in the other.  Which circle 
has more information in it?  Trick 
question: there’s only one circle.

I know what you’re thinking: 
you’re thinking “whaaaaaa?”  But 
that’s what we’re here to help you 
with.  There’s been a whole lot of 
controversy and confusion over 
what now amounts to absolutely 
nothing.  The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education introduced 
a new attendance policy over 
the summer and then recently 
rescinded it after a legislative 
committee review.  No ridiculous 
rules about unexcused field trips, 
no scorned illnesses, none of the 
uproar and disappointment of a 
deprived senior class.  Just a lot 
of hoopla about the same old at-
tendance policy.

For those of you ignorant of the 
latest in attendance trends, this 
new state policy was set to more 
stringently define excused absenc-
es.  Even calls from parents and 
signed doctors’ notes would not 

New attendance policy: 
is this even a thing?

merit an excused absence; rather, 
such absences would be deemed 
unexcused without truancy.  Tru-
ancy is any unauthorized absence 
from compulsory education, which 
the New Jersey Department of 
Education finds “can lead to low 
academic achievement, school 
dropout, delinquency and gang 
involvement.”  The difference 
between the two types of unex-
cused absences was never really 
clarified, since the state repealed 
its policy before the WW-P School 
Board policy figured out how to 
turn the state regulation into dis-
trict policy. All this means for us is 
more bureaucratic confusion, and 
that’s indicative of a larger prob-
lem.  State education policy, espe-
cially in a place as diverse as New 
Jersey, should not be controlled at 
that level much at all—it should be 
a municipal responsibility.  This 
could make for more localized 
solutions to problems specific to 
certain districts.  It doesn’t take 
an education expert to know that 
Trenton and Princeton have differ-
ent pressing issues when it comes 
to truancy and attendance.  The 
legislative committee made the 
right choice in repealing the pro-
posed statewide policy changes—
each district has its own individual 
needs and concerns that should 
dictate policy.  It’s a waste of time 
and resources and really only cre-
ates more work for people like us 
who have to explain things above 
the din of confusion.  Let this be 
repeated again: in terms of atten-
dance, nothing has changed.

So rest easy and sleep in, chronic 
vacationers and aspiring second-
semester seniors.  Your daily 
Dunkaccino is safe—for now.
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obnoxious laser guns that go 
“SHOOOOMP” when they hit 
you—and you aren’t allowed to 
dive in Laser Park.  It’s exciting, 
sure, but not when I’m trying to 
focus on school.

The seizure-inducing carpet 
(that, by the way, the school 
should have informed parents 
about) is made worse by its con-
trast to the brown A-wing carpet.  
Before, the stark transition from 
the main wing to the A-wing was 
kind of cool, like walking over 
the equator from one time zone 
into another.  Now,  it looks like 
you’re stepping out of a dance 
club into a pool of mud. 

Imagine the conversations in 
the science work room: 

“Wonderful weather we’re hav-
ing today, isn’t it?”

“I don’t know, John.” 
“Oh… well then, wonderful 

carp—”
“Get out.”  
So this year I’ve been busy no-

ticing how mirthlessly boring the 
brown carpet is in the A-wing and 
how terrifyingly exciting the new 
carpet is.  But just like Maine’s 
lobster ice cream or Rita’s  Swed-
ish Fish blend, this new carpet is 
a mistake.  It’s too bad you can’t 
throw a cup of carpet in the gar-
bage and order a new one.

Opinion Editors Liam Knox 
(right) and Gabriel Yoder Shenk 
engage in some intense laser tag. 


