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A view from the top of the Ferris wheel at the Annual 
Italian-American Festival in Mercer County Park.  For 
three days in late September, people gathered to sample 
festival food––including the famous fried oreos ––play 
games, and enjoy amusement park  rides.

Julia Bannon
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The next day, Romero and Ritz 
emailed the seven E-Board members 
to encourage them to rally the stu-
dent body behind Levine.  “Here’s 
your leadership opportunity if you 
want it.  It’s in your hands,” Romero 
recalled writing. 

 “It was an opportunity for them 
to exercise the very things they were 
taught,” Ritz added. 

The day before the school board 
meeting, Levine sent an email to 
North’s entire faculty explaining 
that Aderhold planned to seek board 
approval for her transfer to Grover.  
“I’ve thought long and hard about 
this decision and don’t believe it’s 
in the best interest for me profes-
sionally or for the students of HSN,” 
she wrote.  “My heart and soul will 
always be a Northern Knight.” 

Levine said she did not know 
about the Internet campaign until 
Aderhold mentioned the petition 
when they spoke a few hours be-
fore the school board meeting.  She 

added that, although it may not have 
been the only reason he changed his 
mind, she was sure the campaign 
influenced Aderhold’s decision to 
keep her at North. 

But Aderhold said it would be 
“misleading” to claim that a student 
campaign affected his decision.  He 
declined to comment further on the 
abortive transfer.  

The school board votes on all per-
sonnel transfers proposed by the super-
intendent; Aderhold never submitted 
Levine’s transfer for board approval.  
In September, Aderhold hired Lisa 
Grippo, an administrator in the Pem-
berton Township school district, as 
Grover’s vice principal.

At its July 22 meeting, the school 
board announced a new policy con-
cerning online interaction between 
students and teachers.  The policy, 
written in accordance with a state 
mandate, stipulates that teachers are 
not permitted to share “personal or 
confidential” information about other 
staff members in emails to students.  
School board President Anthony 

Fleres said that Ritz and Romero’s 
email to the E-Board did not influ-
ence the policy and that news of a 
possible transfer is not considered 
personal or confidential.  

Romero said he was relieved that 
Aderhold decided to keep Levine at 
North.  To explain the inner workings 
of Student Council to a new adminis-
trator, he said, “would be like a night-
mare process for us.” 

“Institutional knowledge, institu-
tional memory, cannot be quantified,” 
Ritz added.  “It’s an experiential asset 
that translates to dollars and cents.” 

Sunderram said she believes the 
campaign’s success demonstrates the 
power of social media. “If a large 
enough group of people gets passionate 
about any issue, they have the ability 
to effect change,” she said. 

Ritz said she was proud of her stu-
dents’ work and hopes that Nair and 
the rest of Student Council will remain 
civically active after they graduate 
from high school.  “We worked really 
hard to train leaders,” she said.  “And 
when you train leaders, they lead.” 

After a week of school spirit 
and a triumphant football game, 
students gathered in the gym on 
Saturday October 11 for the annual 
Homecoming dance, where they  
danced to music, played the Dance 
Dance Revolution videogame, and 
munched on food.  

This year’s Homecoming was 
a little different from last year’s; 
there was a new DJ, DDR, and even 
a Google form through which stu-
dents suggested songs.  “We work 
off the feedback we receive, and 
after last year, 
we saw a cou-
ple of things 
that could be 
adjusted,” Ex-
ecutive Board 
Vice President 
Kavya Pochi-
raju said.  

The theme 
for this year’s 
d a n c e  w a s 
“ T h r o w b a c k 
H o m e c o m -
ing,” and the 
gym and the 
hallways were 
decorated with 
images of old 
characters from 
90’s television 
shows.  “Our 
students chose 
that theme be-
cause this was the last graduating 
class who has a memory of the 
90’s, and to me that’s something the 
students should choose,” Student 
Council advisor Carl Romero said.  
Each class represented one television 
channel with characters from the 
90’s: Freshmen, PBS; sophomores, 

Disney; juniors, Cartoon Network; 
and seniors, Nickelodeon.

Student Council spent months 
preparing for the dance.  “We 
came into the August summer 
meeting and got together to decide 
the theme of the event,” Student 
Council President Ambika Nair 
said.  “Our goal for this dance was 
to put a different spin on it, while 
still maintaining all the aspects 
students enjoyed about it.”  

The DJ played a throwback song 
every 30 minutes; students voted on 
the playlist in the days before the 
dance.  As the songs played, their 
corresponding music videos were 
projected on screens in the front of 
the gym.  “We wanted to ensure the 
students heard the music that they 

wanted to be played,” Pochiraju 
said.  Students were also allowed 
to make song suggestions during 
the dance; at one point, the speakers 
blasted Taylor Swift.  “We decided 
last year with concerns about the 
music, that we’d hire a DJ who 
was flexible with his playlist and 

interactive with the people at the 
dance,” Pochiraju added.

If students did not want to 
dance in the gym to the DJ, they 
could relax in the jazz lounge, 
which proved as popular this 
year as it was last year.  “The 
jazz lounge was fantastic. The 
musicians did a great job,” said 
Homecoming King and march-
ing band drum major Sundar 
Solai.  “I also enjoyed the musi-
cians’ interpretation of ‘Seven 
Nation Army,’ which is a march-
ing band favorite.”  

Although many students gave 
the jazz lounge positive marks, 
the band itself sometimes seemed 
underprepared.  “I could tell they 
don’t have too many jazz songs 

prepared, because 
they are impro-
vising a lot, but 
in terms of skill 
they are all pretty 
good,” junior Mad-
havi Challa said.  

Toward the end 
of the dance, with 
the band still play-
ing  in  the  j azz 
lounge, one girl 
left the school in 
an ambulance after 
passing out drunk 
in the bathroom.  
A s  a d m i n i s t r a -
tors rushed to deal 
with the situation, 
Student Council 
members pushed 
students out of the 
hal lway neares t 
to the bathroom.  

It remains unclear whether the 
episode will prompt changes to 
future dances. Principal Michael 
Zapicchi said the incident “will 
bear future thought.” 

For more Homecoming cover-
age, turn to our Spirit Week spread 
on pages 8 and 9. 

Michael Bamford
Copy Editor

Ally Santa Maria
Arts & Review Editor

Students flock to Homecoming Dance after week 
of costumes, celebration and uninhibited screaming

Junior class council members Dillon Sumanthiran, Saachi Bedi, 
Bennett Perrine, Rohan Patlola, Alan Xu, and Veenay Komaragiri 
work on decorating the Class of 2016’s wall. The wall artwork re-
lated to Cartoon Network shows such as The Powerpuff Girls.
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Students decorate the school walls on Spirit Night. The 
artwork appeared in the auxilary gym during the dance. 
Student Council assigned each class a television channel 
to depict: Freshmen, PBS; sophomores, Disney; juniors, 
Cartoon Network; and seniors, Nickelodeon. 
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