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“She’s like a walking 
satire,” sophomore Lei Lei 
Wu chuckled.  This may in 
fact be the only way to de-
scribe the unique Kimberly 
Ding.  From writing her 
ERB test in old English to 
naming Great Gatsby char-
acters after grocery items, 
Ding’s  humorous personal-
ity speaks for itself.  With 
her matter-of-fact attitude, 
Ding is a straight shooter in 
all avenues of her life.

Ding, a sophomore at 
North, has attained a pres-
tigious ranking from the 
United States Chess Federa-
tion for her outstanding play 
at various tournaments.  She 
has played in a tourna-
ment in Washington D.C. 
and competed in the World 
Youth Championships in Slove-
nia.  Having been on the chess 
circuit for years, Ding has met 
some of the highest-ranked chess 
players—called grandmasters—
and has played against people as 
much as 50 years older than she.  
No matter the setting, Ding only 
ever has one goal in mind: “beat-

ing people.”
Her knack for chess extends 

outside of her own tournaments, as 
Ding voluntarily teaches chess to 
children at the local library.  These 
children range from beginners to 
experienced players and are gener-
ally about six years old.  Despite 
their impatient nature, the kids 
seem to respond well to Ding’s 
teachings.  “One time I won a gift 

Her move: deadpan and 
refreshing, Ding aims for the king 

Vansh Bansal
Sports Editor

After a two-day coma, North 
student Shreya Sunderram woke up 
with IVs in her arms and neck.  The 
cause: carbon monoxide poisoning.   
   Now,  as a  returning senior, 
Sunderram is happy and healthy.  
“It’s really funny that people kept 
asking me if I saw God or a light 
or something; honestly, being in a 
coma is like sleeping really deeply.  
When I woke up, I thought that I 
had been sleeping for a few hours, 
when, in reality, I had been passed 
out for a few days.”  

One day, during her summer trip 
to Argentina, Sunderram said that 
she and a friend were watching a 
movie.  After that, they decided to 
sleep in.  To avoid discomfort and 
the cold, they turned on the heating 
and closed the windows and doors.  
South American families generally 
use natural gas heaters that require 
combustion.  In their heater, the 
combustor was broken, which re-
leased carbon monoxide gas into 
the room.  From 11 pm to about 8 
am, Sunderram and her roommate 
were not breathing oxygen.  “At 
around 1, I remember me and my 
roommate waking up, and we both 
tried to get up because we thought 
we were dying.”  According to 
a third roommate, the two were 
found paralyzed and unconscious 
on the floor.  

“My experience has just made 
me more aware of my own mor-
tality.  As a high-schooler and 
a teenager, you feel as if your 
whole life is ahead of you, as if 
you are immortal.  You think that 
you have all the time in the world 
to achieve what you love, but in 
reality, within a blink of your eye, 
everything can change,” she said.  
“This experience taught me that 
you can’t take life for granted, 
ever, and I guess it made me a 
bit braver.”  

Senior wakes from 
coma healthy and grateful

Nifa Kaniga
Arts & Review Editor

According to the CDC, carbon 
monoxide—a colorless, odorless 
gas—is produced any time a fos-
sil fuel is burned.  Since red blood 
cells pick up carbon monoxide 
more quickly than they pick up 
oxygen, the body may replace 
oxygen in the blood with carbon 
monoxide.  Carbon monoxide 
can also combine with proteins in 
tissues.  The effect is a blockage 
of oxygen to the body, which can 
damage and destroy tissues, cause 
serious injury or illness, and result 
in death.  

“Honestly, this entire situation 
made me admire my parents’ 
bravery.  People say I’m brave, 
but to be able to have a resilient 
hope and strength, and put on a 
brave face for your child is true 
bravery,” Sunderram said.  “I 
had so much support from all my 
Argentine friends, especially my 
host family and even my friends 
back here at home. It was honestly 
so nice getting messages and texts 
from everyone.”  

Sunderram traveled to Cordoba, 
a city in Argentina, to work with 
minority groups in order to learn 
more about  Argentinian culture.  
“Part of understanding the culture 
of a nation is understanding its 
biggest problems.  In the large cit-
ies especially, poverty and slums 
rage rampant,” she said.  “But why 
should a student of West Windsor-
Plainsboro, in the middle of no-
where New Jersey, care about a 
problem that is thousands of miles 
away?  It’s because these types of 
problems can really only get the 
consideration they deserve if they 
inspire empathy from others.”  

Sunderram said she  enjoyed 
the trip, despite her near-death 
experience.  “When I think back 
on my trip, I think of the amaz-
ing lifelong friends I made, the 
incredible stories I heard, and 
the beautiful country I got to call 
my home.”  

Freshman models in 
prestigious New York fashion week

Mercedes-Benz fashion week: 
massively publicized and widely 
renowned, it is the premier fashion 
event in the world.  The best 
of the best travel to New 
York City semiannually 
to live in the limelight;  it 
takes extraordinary talent 
to design or model for the 
event.  And freshman Maddy 
Gostomski got to experience 
walking the runway in NYC 
this past summer.  

Having started her mod-
eling career about a year 
and a half ago, Gostom-
ski wasn’t thrown into the 
event  bl indfolded—but 
she was surprised by the 
extent of her participation.  
Knowing of her aspiration 
to become a designer––and 
that 14 is pretty young to 
walk the runway––Gos-
tomski’s manager offered 
her an internship doing 
small jobs at the show.  But 
it pays to be in the right 
place at the right time.  “I 
was helping out at a casting 
call when they needed an 
extra model,” Gostomski 
said.  “I was available, so they put 
me in the clothing.  My manager 
worked out all the paperwork, and 
I got to walk in the show.”

To be in high school and gain 
this experience is highly unusual.  

With most models starting their 
careers at 16, Gostomski is al-
ready two years ahead of the 
game.  “Most of the interns there 
were in college or at FIT [The 
Fashion Institute of Technol-

ogy],” she said, “so to be in high 
school and get this opportunity 
was unbelievable.”  

Julia Bannon
Photography Editor

Sophomore Kimberly Ding considers her next move. 
Ding has been playing chess since the age of six.
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Gostomski walks down the runway for Nina Athana-
siou in this summer’s Mercedes Benz fashion week.

card to the chess bookstore.  I 
ended up buying pawn-shaped 

key chains for 
the kids, and 
they seemed 
to like them,” 
Ding said.

As a student 
and f r iend, 
Ding balances 
both aspects 
of life with ac-
ademics.  En-
rolled in AP 
Calculus BC, 
Ding hopes to 
someday en-
ter the math-
heavy f ield 
of engineer-
ing.  “She’s 
extremely in-
telligent, but 
doesn’t flaunt 
it,” sophomore 

Diana Tang said.  “Her matter-of-
fact nature is a quality you don’t find 
in many people.”

Ding displays a proactive nature 
in every move she makes, and she 
keeps a level head in both chess 
and life.  In a sugar-coated world, 
Ding’s blunt honesty is hugely 
refreshing and much needed.
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Shreya Sunderram (second from the left) poses for a photo 
with her host family in the Argentinian city of Cordoba. 
After inhaling carbon monoxide gas, Sunderram fell into 
a two-day coma. Still, she said, she enjoyed her trip. Besides working two jobs—

modeling and interning—Gos-
tomski was able to make many 

new connections in the fashion 
world.  She even met one of her 
inspirations, Shaun Ross, an albino 
and African American model who 
happened to be walking in the same 
Nina Athasieu show.  She was also 

surrounded by 
many other older 
models who were 
surprised by her 
young age, but 
were, according 
to Gostomski, 
“so sweet” and 
“ s o  s u p p o r t -
ive.”  And if that 
wasn’t enough, 
she  even  go t 
the chance to 
s i t  down and 
talk with one of 
her favorite de-
signers, Project 
Runway-winner 
Korto Momolu.  

“ O v e r a l l , 
the three days 
I  w a s  t h e r e 
were so amaz-
ing, and it was 
s u c h  a  g r e a t 
learning expe-
r ience,”  Gos-
t o m s k i  s a i d .  
W h e t h e r  s h e 

ends up modeling or design-
ing, with this job under her belt, 
it’s safe to say we can all look 
forward to seeing more great 
things come from Gostomski in 
the world of fashion. 


