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For centuries,  poli t ics  has 

shown that often the pen can 
prove mightier than the sword.  
Today, however, the Tweet is out-
doing both of  those tools. 

In April, 276 Nigerian girls 
were taken from their school by 
a terrorist group.  Unfortunately, 
the people of Nigeria were pow-
erless against the well-armed 
terrorists and their resistant gov-
ernment.  The scene was set 
for a Twitter signal boost.  The 
hashtag #bringbackourgirls was 
first tweeted six days after the 
abduction of the schoolgirls and 
began gaining traction in Nigeria.  
American tweeters picked up 
the hashtag just two days later, 
and in under a month, the phrase 

had been tweeted an astonishing  
800,000 times, bringing news of 
the events with it.  

The most recent call for 
Twitter activists has sur-
rounded Ferguson, Mis-
souri.  After the shooting 
of the unarmed Michael 
Brown by police officers, 
authorities started to ar-
rest journalists, provoking 
further outrage and unrest.  
Protests and police brutality 
followed the initial crime, fu-
eling both the conflict and the 
outrage on social media.  Photos 
and messages of rubber 
bullets, people suffering 
the effects of tear gas, 
and protestors standing up to 
the police spread like wildfire 
through the southern town and 
the country.  

Twitter brought more than just 
the events of Ferguson into the 
spotlight.  In response to the 
media portrayal of Mi-

chael Brown—

as a  young man 
destined for crime in one way 
or another—the hashtag #if-

theygunnedmedown arose.  In 
conjunction with this tag, users 
would feature two pictures of 

themselves: one in 
which they appeared 
as citizens contribut-
ing to society, such 

as graduation pictures, 
and another in which 

they appeared alongside 
something commonly as-
sociated with criminals, 
like alcohol or graffiti.  The 
hashtag not only climbed 

the trend charts but also 
sparked a conversation over 

the presentation of accused 
criminals and whether or not the 
media has the responsibility to 
follow the  ideals of “innocent 
before proven guilty.”  

Despite this ability to trend 
forgotten or hard-to-find news, 

Twitter as a news source can be 
problematic.  Besides the clear 
one-sidedness of some cover-
age and inaccuracies perpetrated 
through the retweet, the cyber-
space full of bullies can lend itself 
to hacking as a means of protest-
ing.  Twitter is  both enhanced by 
unafraid activists—like the online 
vigilante group Anonymous—and 
threatened by the radical means 
they use to make their point.  

Social media sites make it 
increasingly easy to share infor-
mation and have better access 
than actual media in the most 
trying no-journalists zones.  It’s 
difficult to predict where this 
activism will take us, but if one 
thing is for sure, it’s that for the 
next new hard-hitting story, we’ll 
look to Twitter before we turn on 
the news.  
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We’re happy to  announce that                       
The Knight ly  News website  –  which features 
every art ic le  in  the pr int  edit ion,  as  wel l  as 
v ideos and blog posts  — is  now up and run-
ning.   The dig i ta l   p lat form wi l l  g ive us the 
abi l i ty  to  respond to important  stor ies  as 

they unfold  and the space to  report  the news 
in  s igni f icant  depth.  

We hope you will turn the website’s comments  
section into a forum for lively debate about the 

issues we cover. This month’s paper includes an 
account of a social media uprising, a report on 
Student Council’s Club Committee, and a troubling 

article about cheating at North.  So turn the 
page and read about your school.  Then log on to          
wwpknightlynews.com and tell us what you think. 

Sincerely, 
Bushra Hasan and David Yaffe-Bellany, 

Editors-in-Chief 


